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Devotion
Will the Spirit of Christ blovus in a In the western worldve obviouslylive in a time

where the traditional structures of the church are
eroding. No matter if we go to Canada, torGe
many or to the Netherlands: The number of

rections we have never imagined?

Dearparishioners and friends of the Martinuk church members is declining. It seems that our

ther Church traditional patterns of practicing our fai\ ~ WU Db E h
_ _ o _ attract as many people amyore. When we take a

In a discussion which describedby the gospel look backto our history, the bilingual Lutheran

of John, Jesusxplainsto the Pharisee Nikoéd- W\ i fW\Yg \VYfY ]b 1cfcbhec

mus that people who believe in God have to be UbX O6pudEg ]b Ub Ylahf Ucf
born againTo read the whole story see John 3:1 XUmg h\]b[g \UjY Wcad  Yh
17). taken forgranted anymore that people go to
E,cvVecXm WUb gYY h\Y e ]b[cHufcReathbunday. We kompete Fith Bpords

ib[  Vcfb Zfca UWasopthelsA g Umdmameng hndl bthefspare time activities.

translate: without being born again. Our strategies of inviting people do not always
Nicodemus understands this sentence literally work anymore. We try manways, but very often

and imagines how one could be born agaiou we do not succeed.

XcbEh bYYX hc VY U h\Yc c[]WU hYUW Yf hc _bck
h\Uh [c]b[ VUW_ ]bhc mcif" i : *igh
not possible. //«K7 /

So Jesus explains that we are born again by water V /7/7

UbX gd]f] hg bX h\Y gd]f
and you hear the sound of it, but ydol not know
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is
k] h\ YjYfmcbY k\c ]g Vecf

That sounds really good and is often cited. But
besides these wordgust sounding gooddo we
understand better than Nicodemus what Jesus
means? Do we havan idea besides relating

these words to our baptism? If we do the reality
check of these words, where do we feel the spirit,
where does the spirit go in otimes? Can we So we are sometnes like Nikodemus in the go
clearly identifyk \ Yf Y %c XEg gd] f ] helvwhgconds to khe successfub Jesus to ask
this world? what and how he teached/e are wondering,




what might be the recipe to bring people into
church.

Sometimes we behave and debate like Nilead
mus. When the idea comes that the churchhas
to be renewed by the spirit, we answer: Yes, |
agree, but practically it is just not possible (like
Nikodemus says, one cannot go back into the
womb of your mother). We want to preserve the
old traditions. We want a reliable recipe to fill the
churchand not the risky challenge of transfor-
ing the church in some way that we do not know
yet.

So we are really in a dilemma. We are already li
ing in a society which has completely changed.
We notice that our numbers decline and that we
really have tostruggle to bring young or new
people into the church. But we are not willing to
take the risk of transforming the church. Or even
better: To start into a transitionhprocess guided
by the spirit, etering a journey without knowing
where we will end up.

We all know that things have to be changed, but
very often we are afraid to do so.

Jesus, the son of macame down from heaven to
earthto encourage people to change their lives.
He himself challenged many traditions. By his
death and resurrection he enooaged people not
to be afraid, but to try new ways.

Do not fear! Is one of the most challenging words
of Jesus. It encourages us to try new things, to
risk, to fail, to learn and to grow in ways we have
never imagined. The Spirit of Christ will blow os i
directions we have never imagined. Unfort
nately most often we are not interested in cha
lenge and trial, but only in safe strategies which
guarantee success and church growth and keep
the old traditions going.

At the same timeand if you listen carefily,you
can find that contemporary people are inte

ested in spirituality. | notice that the interest in
Spirituality is stronger than ever. | very often
meet people who ask questions about the nmea
ing of life, about ethics, about death and life after

death. But sometimes | also notice that people do
not expect real answers from the church any
more. It seems that our way of dealing with their
guestions does not meet the needs of thesege
ple any more. It seems that sometimes we are
not able to open up ourah spiritual tradition for
the people of today and for their questions.

We talk about the same thingut somehow we
misunderstand each other and cannot really
come together.

How can we get out of this dilemma? Unfort
nately there is no recipe. And to bertest, | think
(Ygig X]XbEh Yl d U]b
clearly, either. Basically there is his claim fa-b
ing born again by water and spirit. It seems that
we have to find out in these times what it means
for a congregation to be born again. Doesit
clude kinds of dying? Or can we just transform
our current way of being a church?

The last sentence of the story about the encou
ter of Jesus and Nikodemus sets the goal of how
we have to transform our congregational pra
tice. It explains the purpose &f ~ °
deed, God did not send the Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world
al][\Vh VY gUjYX h\fcil [\
| really felt caught by this sentence. How often
have | complained about the changing of society
in the last year8 How often did | complain that
people are more interested in sports than inme
ing to church on Sunday?

But what weremy efforts to meet these people?
Did | do more than waiting for them to come, or
maybeUat bestUinvite them?

We should expect that GOE g @solloivd h
outside our church walls and we should go there
to feel its refreshing power. If we do not try to
think outside of the box we will end up like bk
XYaig UbX ZzZU] "~ hc aYYh
E1\Y k]bX V' ckg k\YfY
the sound of it, but you do not know where it
comes from or where it goes. So it is with eyer
cbY k\c ]g Vcfb c¢czZ h\Y

Christian Ceconi
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NewsandInformation

President News
Dear congregation,

‘Ea ~igh ghyYdd] ABunch &f plastic baal tamgledrup petkeex Mphedge and fence during
the long winter. The melting snow uncovered it this week. During the endeavor to remove thietiynsig
aYgg bch] WYX ai W\ acfY¢g 1\VY Z]fgh [fYYb ~ YUj Y
lurking around the corner.

Let us take this as a good sign and leave behind the long, cold wintezxeithitant heating cost to look

at the actvities and new endeavors in our congregation which are worthwhile to support during the up
coming Easter collection.

Congregational Life:

Every four weeks our confirmands and youth spend a night in our church and soon they will go kn a wee
end retreatat camp EdgewoodVorkbooks, accommodation, shopping and preparing of food are part of

the supplies they need for a successful weekend (thank you to the ladies who so graciously helped the
youth during their first attempts at cleaning up after themselvéesc cb h\ Ym k]~ \ Uj Y Z
sure).

Passion devotions in English are now offered for the first time each Wednesday in addition to the already
deeply rooted German Passionsandachten. Let this fwigek program entice you to slow down and take a
step back to reflect as you share time with your family and friends.

Bible studies are offered in German as well as English again and soon you will find flyers in the foyer which
were developed as part of the Welcome Project to let visitors and newcomersvkmbat to expect from

the Martin Luther Church.

As always, please let us know if you would like a personal visit in combination with the special collection.
Our secretaries, Anita and Marlena, will gladly help you to find a convenient time (41632%3. As you

know, the aim of this special collection is not only to collect money for the congregational work, but also to
foster an exchange of ideas.

Our congregation is alive, blooms and grows. Please continue to give your time, money and prayers gene
ouslyto make Gods garden even more beautiful.

Kitchener:

Two messages from the synod office in Kitchener reached me a few days ago. Please mark your calendars
already for the 14th of September. Bishop Michael Pryse will be visiting us in our church that day.

'"b UXX]h]lcbA h\Y XUhY Zcf h\]g mYUfg I _fU]gyV doc
announced. The theme, taken from Micha 6, 8: Do Justice, Lae Kin  ELCIC O\Oj

ness and Walk Humbly with Our GOD. All synod congregations are aske

for a contribution to reach the goal of $ 6W0. This will aid the work in ra e

the areas of homelessnessffardable housing and responsible+ L

source extraction, refugees as well as partner churches in Argentina andAPPEA
Peru.

Canada:

Thanks to your contribution we are beginning a new project to Raktors and Laypeople to prepare
%YfaUb éeYfj]WYg J]b UWWcf XUbWY k]Jh\ h\Y 1T0Yj]gyYX
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EA team,Rev. Sebastian Meadowslelmer, Rev. Christian Ceconi, und Rev. Frank Kopania, has already
started to work on the apropriate texts. Soon, we wWipublish resources for Passioru8days (Lent Year

A) on our website. This will includeiatroductionto the project whichwillout] b Y h\'Y gWcdY ¢
(excempt taken and translated from an-mail from Pastor Holger 8ygelin, Prasident DELKINA)

Do Justice, Lov&Kindness and Walk Humbly with Our GOD
Spring greetings and enjoy the warm weather
Iris Schweilger

Come and cleat)Join us for the spring cleaning of our church

The spring cleaning of our church buildivdl take place on Saturday, May 24. The time is not yet fixed
and will be announced during servicelf you sign up for cleaning in the office (by email:
michurch@bellnet.cawe will keep you informed personally.

We are also looking for a coordinatorytfu want to be the one, please let us know.

Ascension Day Service of thBoronto German congregationat our church

Asis every year there will be a joirdscension service of all German congregations in Toronto. This year
we are hosting this service falived by a meeting of the German contact circle, winak beercoordina-
ing the German church activitider 40 years.

German Ascension Day Service May 29th, 6:00 pm at Martin Luther Church.

Do you want to sponsor a placeSammer Camf

40 people have already signathZcf h\ ] g mYUf Eg giaa¥Yf WUad Uh ! U
children low so that it is attractive especially for familiesgroup of teenagers haalsosignedup.

If you want to support this activity of our chun¢you are warmly welcome to sponsor a place in summer
camp6ci f XcbUh]Jcb k] VY d hc WcjYf h\Y Wcglg Z
lies who need financial support.

4\ UhEg [c]b[ &BuptigdhYf h\Y Z]fY ]b

There has been movement forward by the Insurance company and the Adjuster relating to finalization of
proposals from two competing contractors. | expect that, with our input, the contract will be awarded in
the next few weeks and work will start shortly eéheafter. The target for completion of work remains as
September. It remains unclear at this time what the financial implications will be to MLC relating-to r
building costs.

Keith Rabey, VP

Church Picnien Camp Edgewood on June 15th

The annual church picnic including an outdoor service will take place on Jun®astbr Christian is &
tending the EKBConference in Berliduringthis time, but Harry Ossourergrimer pastor of Mimico
Wesley United Church will celebrate worship with @me and invite friends to our church picnic.



Easter Holidays 2014

We will celebrate Holy Week and the Easter holidays as the high point of the liturgical year. Here follow all
service dates, so that you can plan your time accordingly:

Palm Sinday, Apit 13 9:45 am English Service
11:00 amGeman Service
Wednesday April 16 6:00 pm German Lenten Service
7:30 pm English Lenten Service
Maundy Thursday, April 17 7:00 pm German Service with Holy Communion
Good Friday, April 18 9:45 am English Service with Holy Communion
11:00 amGerman Service with Holy Communion
Easter Sunday, April 20 6:00 amEaster Sunrise Servicat Humber Bay Park

10:00 amEaster Servicein English and German
with Holy Communioand Congregation Choir
Sunday ApriR7 11:00 amFamily Service with Renewal of Baptism

Dan Sommerfeld will organizagainthe breakfast after our Easter Sunrise Servic&ou are warmlyni
vited to contribute tothis breakfast. Please contact Dan: fetlaf-dreams@sympatico.ca.

Ride Program

In thewinter seasonsome of us might hesitate to drive. Others may have po o
portunity to come to sevices. For thiseason we are once again organizing our "\
ride program. Q !
If you want to be pickedpfor services, then please call our church office by @
Thursdayof each weekWe willthen coordinate toorganizea ridefor you. Q @

\

Contact: Church Office, Anita Ratz, T@lL6)251-8293

News fromELCIC, EKBNndDELKINA

OurCongregation is a member of thevangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (EL&#@)theEastern Synodwe are affiliated
with the EvangelicaChurch in GermanfEKD)and member of the Deutsche EvangelisithherischeKonferenz in Nordamerika
(DELKINA)

TheToronto Conferencas now structured in four areas

Hhe Toronto Conference Council has finalized the restructuring of the Conferencddntaew areas

We have been encouraged to stawtorking into the new aredsThe final step will be the second reiad

cZ h\'Y W\Ub[Yg ]J]b h\Y Icbgh]hih]cb UbX mBishop g ¢ 1
Pryse will appoint a Dean for each area. There are still a nuafbgsues to sort out as we work into the

new structureE  UZf ca * i hon, Fébudry 2D1é)b b Y W

Martin Luther Church will be a part of the area Toronto Center.



60" anniversary ofSt. George

St. George Lutheran church at College Street will celebrat&@th
anniversarywith aserviceheldon May 4at 3:00pm. All friends and
former members are invited.

Eastern SynodAssemblyin Toronto

1\']g mYUfEg #UghYf b ¢émbc %29 (agrgewnativnalmlazHptel Torontt) 655 d ° L
Dixon Road)There are many ways to volunteer at different times during the conference for you and even
your kids who are looking for 40 hours of service for high school. If you are unable to commit any time, you
may choose to be an Assembly Sponsor which helps direecost of breaks during the event.

If you are interested in helping, please contact the church office to sign up with your availability.

Theological InsightsBack to the roots with the new logo

As you have seen by opening the new newsletter our congregation has a
new logo and a new desidgnpreparing a new website we tioed that the

E ¢ ° X Rvhich evgs introduced about ten years ggoes not represent

our values as much as it could. In &éddi It does not fulfill the needs of
modern media and is not optimized for internet and print.

~_ Therefore we (the church council and the web committee) went on a journey

to find a new logo, accompanied by thepr
- fessional designer Udo Scleinann. The rast

e |

|/E;ﬁd an ||

- seems to me like a return to our roots.

When our church moved into the building at
Lakeshore Boulevard a cross was erected in
1965, m Vi ] X]b[ h\Y bY
this cross had to be replaced. So the stained glass window was created wiligh

nowsignifies our front facade.

)

To create the new logo Udo Schliemann continued with the idea of citing our stained glass windows (like in
the old logo) and at the same time referred to the window at the front side of our church. By placing the
cross in thecenter it incorporates the whole history of the front side of our church.

Looking at thenewlogo from a theological perspective | discovered a

lot of Lutheran theology(which shows that Udo listened very well to

what we told him about our backgrounf)é ¢ * U [ f Uh] UEA ]
E[fUWY U cbYEA ]Jg cbY c¢cZ h\Y df]b
Wig cb % cXEg “cjY Zcf h\]g knef X
ter of our Lutheran doctrine. So a cross in different shades of red,

placed in the middl, symbolizes perfectly the center of our theology.




The blue on the bottom of thelogocgnma Vc " ] nY h\ Uh c¢ci f ~]12ZY Ug '\ f]c
k\V]I W\ kY fYWY]jYX ]b VUdh]Jga¢ '"h g\lckg Ug kY ~ ¢
Finally the many colours around the cross could be seen as a reference to the church year. Ouraeongreg
tional life is centered in worship and we all live in thgthim of the church year withstdifferent colours

shown e.g. in the altar clothes.

| am surdhat there arefar more perspectives the logo can be sefeom. So do not hesitate to share with

other congregational members or friends what you see in the new logo. Maybe we can publish a collection
of ideas and insights in one of the upcoming newsledte

| am looking forward to heargyour thoughts!
Yours Christian Ceconi

Remarks and Reports

Thank you: Irene Zielke

Irene, thank you very much for six years of dedicated work on church coliecilere always able to
count on your joyful smile, punctuality, accuracy and willingness to help out. We miss you and are looking
forward to the day you cover a duty when we are in a bind. Gratefully, your council and your congregation

The best way to fid yourself is to lose yourself in the service of othdddahatma Ghandi

1\'] g mYUfEg ée€k]Ja .Ufhm Vfci[\h hc[Yh

A swimming pool brings together many worldisis at once a work place for lifeguards and a meeting place
Zcf gklJaaYfgA U d UWY Zcf fYWf YUh]Jcb UbX " YUfb]!
on March 22 brought together many familiand new faces who enjoyed splashing, passing balls, using the
slide and of course the delicious pizza form Amadios! Everyone is always impressed by how much the chi
dren have improved their swimming skills over the year. It is good practice for swimmiaglden Lake

during Camp Lutherlyn. Special thanks to Tanya and Martina for planning the event and to everyone who
\'Y dYX k]l]h\ ZccXA d UhYgA gYh id UbX W YUb idg¢
dcc > AE U[U]b bYlh mYUfA

World Day of Payer 2014:Egypt in First Lutheran

The World Day of Prayer for this year was prepared by Pastor Schweter, his wife and the ladies from the
$]fgh #jUb[Y JWU *ih\YfUb !'\ifW c¢cb 0660 cbX ert
4i YghyY Yldodsdnhheé Edyptian dessewmhich was prepared by the ladies from Egypt.

All the churches from around Toronto were invited. It was a beautiful service with lectures, pictures and
songs. After the service there was a nice gegether with lots of goal food and the opportunity to talk to
dYcd Y Zfca ch\Yf Wcb[fY[Uh]Jcbg¢ 1\Y Uaci bh c¢c2zZ F
the ladies and helpers from the First Evangelical Lutheran Church.



Wecongratulate A

) Yo ‘ We congratulate the Wiegers family! Their new dauglieca Giselle Wiegers
B was born on December 4, 2013.

: ,' QL' We also congratulate the Oelkrug famil
‘?‘r" P\ Their sonMarlon Elijah Delorian Oelkrug
,@4‘ ~\ was born on March 2014 at their homein

Mississauga

Godbless these new members of our congregatemd their familie

Regular Groups and Contacts

Choir

Every Tuesday at 6 prontinuingat our church Easter Sunday performance at 10 am.
Choir Director: Linda Marcinkus, T&16)255-2612

4caYbEg %fcid
Once a month on Wednesday at 11 am at chufFtle next meeting is olwVed.April 9 and May 142014
Contact: Daina Wienecke, TE05)939-2601

Confirmation Class
Once a month on Saturday/Sunddyetreat at Camp Edgewood Aprit@ and rext classMay 3-4.
Contact: Pastor Christian Ceconi, T@l16)567-2487, pastor@martinluther.ca

Youth Group
Next Meetings: Retreat at Camp Edgewood Apr64nd church weeken@lay 3-4.
Contact: Sonja Schweiger, T€05)625-9174

Bible Study

Every secondrhursdayof the month, 79 pm at churchiNext meetingsApril 10 and May 8014
If possible bring your own bible.

Contact: Pastor Christian Ceconi, T@l16)567-2487, pastor@martinluther.ca

Summer Camp Planning Group
Meeting to be determined.
Contact: Anna Isa Wienecke, Tg|905) 939-7441



Sunday School Team
Sunday School every*land 3% Sunday of the monthMeeting of the team by request.
Contact: Tanya Zielke, Té16)622-7032, tanya.a.zielke@gmail.com

4cf ]1b[ Wfcid [4Y WcaVYE
Contact: Iris Schweiger, T€205)625-9174

4cf ]1b[ %fcid i4cfgl]d eYfj]WYQE
Contact: Pastor Christian Ceconi, T@16)567 -2487, pastor@matrtinluther.ca

AYEfY \V\YfY Zcf mci A

Church Office Pastor
Anita Ratz Tel. Tel416)251-8293, Pastor Christian Ceconi
michurch@bellnet.ca Cell.(416)567-2487

Office Hours: e-Mail: pastor@martinluther.ca

Tuesday, 9:3012
Wednesday, 9:3a12 Office Hours and visits by appointmerfelease give
Friday, 9:3012 us a call or send a shorineail.

Martin Luther Evangelical Lutheran Church (ELCIC & EKD)
2379 Lake Shore Blvd. West, Toronto, ON M8V 1B7, Ph¢45) 251 -8293, Fax:(416)259-2889
Pastor Christian Ceconi, Emglastor@martinluther.ca
Cell Phong416)567-2487

German Radio Devotion, Sundays 9:30 am on AM 530

Church Newsletter PublisheMartin Luther Church, Pastor Christian Ceconi
Website and Email Distribution: Mona Frantzke, Mailidgita Ratz
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Worship Services

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

i 6 pm German Lenten Service
. 7:30 English Lenten Service

: 9:45 am English Service
: 11:00 am German Service

. Rev. Harry
. Ossouren

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

6 pm German LenteService
1 7:30 English Lenten Service

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

. 9:45 am English Service
1 11:00 am German Service

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1 6 pm German Lenten Service
. 7:30 English Lenten Service

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1 9:45 am English Service
: 11:00 am German Service
i Both with Holy Communion

. Pastor Ceconi

Apr. 27,2014

May 4, 2014

May 11, 2014

May 18, 2014

May 25, 2014

June 1, 2014

. 20,2014 |

Easter Sunday S\
1% Sunday afterEaster

2" Sundayafter y
Easter %i;&;

3" Sunday after Easter

+ch\YfEg "Um
4" Sunday after +
Easter A

5" Sunday after

Easter

6™ Sundayafter .

Easter
L7

. 6 am Sunrise Service

. at Humber Bay Park

. 10:00 amJointService with
. Holy Communion

11 am JointFamily-Service

9:45 am English Service
11:00 am German Service

9:45 am English Service
11:00 am German Service
Both with Holy Communion
11 am Joint Service

9:45 am English Service
11:00 am Germarservice
9:45 am English Service
11:00 amGerman Service

" Pastor Ceconi

Pastor Ceconi

Pastor Ceconi

Pastor Ceconi

Pastor Ceconi

Pastor Ceconi

_i_ ' Sundays with the Sunday Schayimbol have Sunday School takipce at the same time as
A  h\Y kcfgl]ldeg 1VY W] XfYb aYYh b h\y @ \if)
-4 | Time.
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