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DEVOTION
Dear Members and Friends
of the Martin Luther Church !
For me, Genesis 20 is a stunning Biblical text.
Here Abraham is hosted by
Abimelech, king of Gerar.
Abraham has been called
by the true God, he knows
himself to be sent to share
a great message with
others. For him, Abimelech
is a strange non-believer
and Abraham is suspicious
of this heathen. A severe
conflict arises between
these two because of Sarah,
Abraham's wife, and here
Abraham acts in a rather
strange way (just read this
chapter in your Bible).
Very
interestingly,
Abraham exclaims in the
end, "And I thought, there
is no fear of God at all in
this place!" Abraham is surprised to see that this
"heathen" had a true experience of God. Abraham
even has to acknowledge that the 'heathen" acted
in a more appropriate way in this difficult situation
than Abraham himself.
For more than 2 years, the "Etobicoke Lakeshore
Faith Communities Network" has been meeting

regularly. Here leaders of various faith
communities gather in order to better get to know
each other and discuss concerns in our area. This
way, we are part of Interfaith Dialogue in the
GTA. And in these
gatherings, we regularly
experience: Yes, there is
fear of God in those other
places. Even in places
which had been unfamiliar
to us, we discover fear of
God and a very honest
quest for the will of God
in their daily life.
In the end of May, our
gatherings will bear a
special fruit. We as the
"South Etobicoke Faith
Communities Cluster" can
participate in "Doors Open
Toronto". On May 25 and
26, we open our doors
which is a special opportunity for people to experience our Martin Luther
Church.
Two years ago, we visited – as part of our
program "Getting to Know Neighbours –
Understanding World Religions" – a Sikh Temple.
Sikhism originated in India in the 16th century,
emerging as a new religious tradition out of the
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encounter of Hinduism and Islam. A famous story
from the founder Guru Nanak has impressed me.
On one of his great journeys Guru Nanak dressed
in the garb of a Muslim pilgrim and travelled to
Mecca. Arriving there, Guru Nanak fell asleep
with his feet pointing towards the holy Kaaba.
When the watchman on his night round noticed
this he kicked the Guru, saying, "How dare you
turn your feet towards the house of God". At this
Guru Nanak woke up and said, "Good man, I am
weary after a long journey. Kindly turn my feet in
the direction where God is not."

What an amazing story! Making very clear
God is everywhere, that we are – always
everywhere – surrounded by God's Spirit! It
be so fascinating to discover wisdom in
various spiritual traditions of the world!
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Kind regards and blessings,
your Pastor Alexander Mielke
Wood Engraving by Ilya Schor (from "Paths of Prayer,
Solel Synagogue, Mississauga)

ENJOY SACRED MUSIC IN OUR MARTIN LUTHER CHURCH !
For Sunday, April 21, Linda arranges a special musical worship in memory of the
famous German composer Heinrich Schuetz (1585 – 1672). In the Joint Service
which starts at 11:00 a.m. , the soloist Caroline Kuehn will sing.
For about two years, the Etobicoke Lakeshore Faith Communities Leaders Network
has been meeting regularly. Our regular meetings will now bear fruit in a special
way. On May 25th and 26th, our network will take part in “Doors Open Toronto”.
That means that the MLC has the opportunity to welcome those who set out in connection with this action weekend. In this way, a wider public can become aware of
our church and our work; also, we can get to know some neighbours. Please mark
this date in your calendar, we need many volunteers at this time who will be present and able to give information about our congregation and invite people! Please
sign up in the list which you find in our foyer!
Please join us for the yearly church spring cleaning on Saturday, 27April, 2013
at 10 am. We hope to have many helpers that make light work of a thorough
dusting, as well as window, pew, nursery, altar and balcony area cleaning. Kindly
bring rags, buckets, cleaning supplies like windex, squeegees, furniture polish etc.
We are grateful for any support. Please call or email this year's coordinator Sylvia
Kunde at skunde@rogers.com or 905 889-6632 to sign up. Thank you.
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From April 16 until 19, Pastor Mielke will take part in the EKD North America Conference in
Ottawa. Here he will meet OKR Paul Oppenheim and can convey our thanks and regards as Paul
retires this summer.
On Saturday, May 4, there will be a Retreat Day "Great Teachers of Protestantism" in our Martin
Luther Church. This will be instead of the January Retreat since unfortunately several participants
had been ill in January. We are starting at 10:00 a.m. and expect to finish at 3:00 p.m.
There will be a German Ascension Celebration in the First Lutheran Church on May 9. The worship
starts at 7:00 p.m., followed by a meeting of the German Contact Circle.
This year Epiphany Lutheran Church in Scarborough is proud to have its 50th anniversay. Please
find the anniversay program on their website www.epiphanylutheranchurch.ca
On Pentecost Sunday, May 19, Erika Murray and Natalie Schill will celebrate their confirmation.
(Peter Heerklotz will do this in Germany.) The Joint Service begins at 11:00 a.m.

Please mark your calendar:
Farewell Service for Family Mielke on Sunday, June 23, 3:00 p.m.
Service with Installation of Pastor Christian Ceconi and Welcome for Family
Ceconi on Sunday, September 22, 3:00 p.m.
Sommer Camp 2013
July 27 – August 2, 2013
"A River Runs Through"

We can be grateful for another step of
beautifying our Martin Luther Church! Two
years ago, Mrs Julita Pieckenhagen who is a
passionate photographer and artist took a
series of photos during our Easter Sunrise
Service. Now we can enjoy 3 large photos in
our foyer. These wonderful photos with a
richness of colours and shades are just perfect
in our foyer above the entrance stairs. On
Easter Sunday, we expressed our
thankfulness for this generous donation!
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On the Sunday after Easter, a farewell coffee was
held for Elli Jonuschies. During April, she moves to
her family in Nova Scotia, assisted by her daughters
Heidi and Monika.
For more than 50 years, Family Jonuschies has very
faithfully supported our Martin Luther Church. Her
husband served on the church council, she loved
singing in the choir and has been a member of our
Ladies' Group for decades, Heide has been a
member of the Day Care Board of Directors for
many years.

Thank you so much to the entire family
and best wishes and blessings for Elli
Jonuschies!

At the Annual Meeting on Feb 24, it was decided that in the future we would also offer grape juice
at the Holy Communion. You will find the grape juice in a few extra individual glasses on a small
tray. This should be helpful for those youth who are not used to wine as well as for those adults
who prefer the non-alcoholic way of celebrating the Holy Communion.
______________________________________________________________________________
Funeral Service
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Hilde Hechtenberg, at the age of 74 years
on April 2, 2013
Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me.
Psalm 23
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