Sunday Devotion for Martin Luther Church
10th Sunday after Pentecost, August 9, 2020
A warm welcome to watch this devotion and related videos at
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLIjEQnirqCMOXsJqVcfpOSDUy3GFfPXHS
Introduction
Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our
fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist,
God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others.

A. GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Prelude
Words of Welcome & Announcements
Confession and Forgiveness
P:
Reconciling God,
A:
we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.
We place our hope in ourselves
and rely on our own efforts.
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others
as you have welcomed us.
We sin in thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us;
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.
Gathering Song: All Who Hunger Gather Gladly ELW 461 (See next page)
Greeting
P:
The grace of our Savour Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
A:
And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue
your people from despair, deliver your children from fear, and preserve us in the faith of
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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B. WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
Psalm 85:8-13
8
I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; for you speak peace to your faithful people and
to those who turn their hearts to you.
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9

Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell in our land.

10

Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
11
Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
12

The LORD will indeed grant prosperity,
and our land will yield its increase.
13
Righteousness shall go before the LORD
and shall prepare for God a pathway.
Gospel Acclamation ELW 172

Second Reading: Romans 10:5-15
P:
The Holy Gospel as revealed in Paul’s letter to the church in Rome.
A:
Glory to you O’ Lord.
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Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that "the person who
does these things will live by them." 6But the righteousness that comes from faith says, "Do
not say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into heaven?'" (that is, to bring Christ down) 7or 'Who
will descend into the abyss?' (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8But what does it say?
"The word is near you,
on your lips and in your heart"
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because if you confess with your lips that Jesus
is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For
one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is
saved. 11The scripture says, "No one who believes in him will be put to shame." 12For there is
3

no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who
call on him. 13For, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved."
14
But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to
believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to
proclaim him? 15And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, "How
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!"
P:
A:

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon by Vicar Silke Fahl

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with all of you.”
Amen.
It’s good to be back here at Redeemer Lutheran again and to celebrate this service not only
with this congregation, but with our siblings from Martin Luther Church and other parts of
the country and maybe even the world as well.
I don’t know how you are feeling, but when I turn on the news or open one of the many news
apps on my phone, I often feel something like a knot forming in my stomach. Not a single day
passes by without negative and devastating headlines.
All around the world COVID-19 cases and the number of people who die from this horrible
disease are rising either again or in many places: still. We learn more and more about longterm consequences of the infection. What looked like a lung disease at first, can affect all
our organs and our whole nervous system. That scares me. I’m particularly worried about the
people in my life.
Then there was the horrible explosion in Beirut at the beginning of the week. The crash of a
plane from an Indian airline. We hear about racism, homophobia and so many other forms of
discrimination and oppression. We hear about police brutality, war, and terror. I feel more
and more like we’re living in the dystopian novel of some science-fiction author.
Next to all those negative news we hear and read on a daily basis, the text from Romans 10
we heard earlier feels like balm for the soul to me. A text of care. A text full of
encouragement. A text that is not only permeated by good news. Instead it’s basically
overflowing with it.
Everything that divides us here on Earth doesn’t matter to God. We are all her children. No
matter where we’re from, which language we are speaking, how we pray, what gender we
have, whom we love, what we look like. Each and every one of us is God’s beloved child.
This text, too, makes that clear. For in the verses 12 and 13 it says, “12For there is no

distinction between
Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who
13
call on him. For, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’” And these
aren’t the only verses in this part of the letter to the Romans with a positive and affirming
message.
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In verses 9 and 10 Paul talks about believing with your heart and confessing with your
mouth. Reading any translation, it often sounds as if those two were different things. But
when you look into the Greek original, you’ll find that those two things are the two sides of
the same medal. To believe and to confess and/or profess belong together. Just as justice
and salvation are irreversible entwined.
Who believes will be justified and thus saved. And our faith isn’t something that only takes
place on our inside, something we keep to ourselves. Or something we only practice inside
our own four walls. Our faith leads to words and deeds through which we proclaim God’s
message. We talk to family and friends about our faith. We volunteer in our congregations.
We are there for other people. We speak up for people on the margins and do what we can to
ensure that their voices are heard. We fight against injustice and discrimination and for equal
rights for all people. Each of us in our own way.
We don’t have to tell each and every person we meet that we’re Christian. And non of this is
about proving that we’re good and religious people. Instead it is our faith that makes us want
to stand up for our neighbours. Not in the sense of justification by works, though. For
through Christs death and resurrection we are already justified and saved. Sola fide. Sola
gratia. Solus Christus. Through faith alone. Through grace alone. Through Christ alone.
To believe with our hearts and to proclaim through our words and deeds in our personal
ways. For me that is the centre of Christian life and faith. And it is this faith that lets us say
with Isaiah and Paul, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” And with Paul and Joel
we can also say, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

We don’t know what that salvation will look like. And it isn’t always the salvation we are
hoping for. Just as our prayers aren’t always answered the way we think they should be
answered. But: God is at our side no matter what happens. God accompanies us every step
we take and every road we walk. We don’t always sense God’s presence, but he is always with
us. We can trust that the promise Jesus gave is true: “And remember, I am with you always, to

the end of the age.”

The author Margaret Fishback Powers put this promise and the trust we have in God into
words in a text she wrote in 1964. Many of you probably know it and even though I myself
have heard and read it countless times, I still find it heartwarming and encouraging. That’s
why I want to share it with you today. The text is called “Footsteps in the sand”.

One night I dreamed a dream.
As I was walking along the beach with my Lord.
Across the dark sky flashed scenes from my life.
For each scene, I noticed two sets of footprints in the sand,
One belonging to me and one to my Lord.
After the last scene of my life flashed before me,
I looked back at the footprints in the sand.
I noticed that at many times along the path of my life,
especially at the very lowest and saddest times,
there was only one set of footprints.
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This really troubled me, so I asked the Lord about it.
"Lord, you said once I decided to follow you,
You'd walk with me all the way.
But I noticed that during the saddest and most troublesome times of my life,
there was only one set of footprints.
I don't understand why, when I needed You the most, You would leave me."
He whispered, "My precious child, I love you and will never leave you
Never, ever, during your trials and testings.
When you saw only one set of footprints,
It was then that I carried you."
Amen.

“And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.”
Amen.
Hymn of the Day: God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind ELW 400, 1, 3, 4 (See next page)
Prayers of Intercession
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and
all who are in need.
For your whole church throughout the world. Give courage in the midst of storms, so that we
see and hear Jesus calling: “Take heart, it is I: do not be afraid.” May we follow Christ
wherever he leads. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
For the well-being of your creation. Protect waterways, forests, lands, and wildlife from
exploitation and abuse. Help the human family endeavor to sustain and be sustained by the
resources of your hand. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
For the nations and their leaders. In you, steadfast love and faithfulness meet, and
righteousness and peace kiss. May nations in conflict know the peace that is the fruit of
justice, and the justice that is the path to peace. We pray for all those around the world
responding to crisis, especially this week those in Beirut, Lebanon. May the injured, the
grieving, and the homeless be cared for by attentive response teams.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
For those in need. Everyone who calls upon your name will be saved. Accompany all who are
lonely, hear the voices of those who cry out in anguish, and support those who are frustrated
in their search for an affordable place to live. We pray for those suffering this day especially
Jeff, Geri, Jens, Waltraud, Horst and the McGowan family, especially Betty. Anni , Betty , and
Tony. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for all those who have celebrated their birthdays this week, especially: Harry,
Gerhard, Laura, David, and Daina. Bless them in the year ahead as they continue their journey
of life and faith. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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For our congregations. You have gathered us here today as your people and we thank you for
this gift. We pray for those who are new to our communities, for front line workers, and for
those struggling with unexpected hardship. Supply us generously with your grace for our life
together. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We give you thanks, O God, for the saints of the whole church from all times and places, and
for the saints in our lives and in our community whom you have gathered to yourself.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Peace
P:
The peace of Christ be with you always.
A:
And also with you.

C. MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
Great Thanksgiving
P:
God is with you.
A:
And also with you.
P:
Lift up your hearts.
A:
We lift them to our God.
P:
Let us give thanks to God.
A:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Preface
Holy, Holy, Holy

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven
Hallowed by thy name
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Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
And the power, and the glory,
Forever and ever.
Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Communion Hymn: Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal ELW 464

Communion
Table Blessing
Prayer after Communion

D. SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Blessing
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
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will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen.
Sending Song: O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate ELW 722, 2, 3, & 4

Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
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Announcements
In light of COVID-19 , all meetings and worship services are taking place virtually.
•

Sunday Video Worship Services: Live-streamed at 10:00 am on Zoom (link sent by office)
and Facebook at Redeemer Lutheran Church; recording shared on our YouTube Channel.
Please subscribe and comment.

•

German Radio Devotions on our website and Sundays at 9.30 am on CHLO Radio AM 530

•

Virtual Sunday Coffee Hour on Zoom following our livestreamed video services (same
link as for Sunday service)

•

Sunday School lessons (April-June) on our website

•

Virtual Coffee Shop Talk, Mondays 7:00-9:00 pm on Zoom led by Vicar Silke Fahl.
Email vicarfahl@martinluther.ca to sign up.

•

Virtual Prayer Circle, Wednesdays 5:30-6:00 pm through Zoom led by Solveig Christina
Voss; we also have a Prayer Request Wall in the Church Foyer
To request a prayer or join our prayer circle, email prayers@martinluther.ca.

•

A Summer with Romans:
 Sermon Series until August 30
 Bible Study on Sunday’s sermon text: Wednesdays until August 26. A 30-minute
weekly discussion of Paul’s letter to the Romans. Two opportunities: Roman
Coffee at 8:30 am and Roman Lunch at12:15 pm. Email
vicarsmith@martinluther.ca to sign up.

•

Give Peas a Chance- A grow some, give some movement hosted by Martin Luther and
Redeemer Lutheran with donated seeds.

•

Masks for Good - A project to ensure that everyone who wants to protect themselves
from the virus has access to masks. Everyone who wants to get involved can find an
activity that suits them . Contact Vicar Adam McComb if you’d like to volunteer,
vicarmccomb@martinluther.ca

•

Corona-Care Calls- Volunteers are continuing to call you with more information and to
understand your needs. Let us know if you’d like to join the call team!

•

Please phone or email the church office:
 if we can help you in any way or to give feedback on what we’re offering
 if you’d like to volunteer by reading during Sunday services


to support our church and donate. Best ways are PAR or send cheque to church office.

Martin Luther Evangelical Lutheran Church
2379 Lake Shore Blvd. W, Toronto, ON M8V 1B7
Office: (416) 251 8293, Cell: (416) 567-2487, churchoffice@martinluther.ca,, www.martinluther.ca
Vicar Silke Fahl, vicarfahl@martinluther.ca, Cell: 905-717-5937
Vicar Adam McComb, vicarmccomb@martinluther.ca , Vicar Jordan Smith, vicarsmith@martinluther.ca
Member of Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC) &
Partnered with Evangelische Kirche in Deutschland (EKD)
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