Sunday Devotion for Martin Luther Church
15th Sunday after Pentecost, September 13, 2020
A warm welcome to watch this devotion and related videos at
www.tiny.cc/MartinLuther

A. GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Prelude

Words of Welcome & Opening
Announcements
Gathering Hymn: Immortal, invisible, God only wise ELW 834 (See next page)
Psalm 103:1-13
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and forget not all God’s benefits—
who forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases;
who redeems your life from the grave
and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;
who satisfies your desires with good things
so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.
O Lord, you provide vindication
and justice for all who are oppressed.
You made known your ways to Moses
and your works to the children of Israel.
Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;
you will not always accuse us,
nor will you keep your anger forever.
You have not dealt with us according to our sins,
nor repaid us according to our iniquities.
For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you.
As far as the east is from the west,
so far have you removed our transgressions from us.
As a father has compassion for his children,
so you have compassion for those who fear you, O Lord.
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Confession and Forgiveness
P:
Faithful God,
A:
have mercy on us.
We confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We turn from your loving embrace
and go our own ways.
We pass judgment on one another
before examining ourselves.
We place our own needs before those of our neighbours.
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P:

We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions,
and turn us again to life in you
through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.
Amen.
God hears the cries of all who call out in need,
and through his death and resurrection,
Christ has made us his own.
Hear the truth that God proclaims:
Your sins are forgiven in the name of Jesus Christ.
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness
to do God’s work in the world.
Amen.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our
hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will,
through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.
Amen.

B. WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
Reading: Matthew 18:21-35
21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me,
how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times,
but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.
23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle
accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand
talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold,
together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So
the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you
everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him
the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who
owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’
29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay
you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt.
31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they
went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and
said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.
33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in
anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister
from your heart.”
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Sermon by Vicar Joradn Smith
Hymn: Forgive our sins as we forgive ELW 605

Prayers of Intercession
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in
need.
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You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church throughout the world; make
it a place of welcome. Strengthen faith through Bible studies and Sunday schools,
confirmation classes and youth ministries. Nurture new ministries of education and growth.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. Have compassion
on your creation. Where human selfishness has brought ruin and destruction, we look to you
to heal, renew, and redeem your world and to help us to do what we can to do the same.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter grudges. Settle our
hearts when we want to settle accounts with violence. Bless our leaders with patience and
wisdom. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for all who are
oppressed. Free victims of human trafficking and forced labour; deliver all who are bound by
debt. Feed all who hunger, and guard refugees fleeing famine, poverty, and war.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our tongues when we
are tempted to pass judgment and argue over opinions. Make this congregation a community
of mercy for one another and for all our neighbours. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for all who celebrated their birthdays in the past week, especially for Scott, Felix,
Dora, Grant, Charlotte and Eugen.
Bless them as they walk into a new year of their lives. Surround them with your love and your
grace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank you for those who have showed
us faithfulness, for the knees that taught us how to bow to you and the tongues that taught
us to praise you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Lord`s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven
Hallowed by thy name
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
And the power, and the glory,
Forever and ever. Amen.
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C. SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.
Dismissal
L:
Go in peace. Christ is sending you.
A:
Thanks be to God.
Postlude
From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Songs and hymns and liturgy reprinted and podcast with permission under One License A736477 . All rights reserved.

Announcements
•

Sunday Video Worship Services: Live-streamed at 11:00 am; recording shared on our
YouTube Channel at www.tiny.cc/MartinLuther. Please subscribe and comment.

•

In-Person Worship Services- Please register by 5:00 pm on Thursdays before each
Sunday service, complete COVID waiver and review guidelines
 September 20, 16th Sunday after Pentecost: 11:00 am German Service
Eventbrite: https://tinyurl.com/MLCSept20-Ger
 September 27, 17th Sunday after Pentecost: 11:00 am English-German Service
Eventbrite: https://tinyurl.com/MLCSept27-Eng-Ger
 October 4, German Thanksgiving: 11:00 am German Service
Eventbrite: https://tinyurl.com/MLCOct4-Ger

•

German Radio Devotions on our website and Sundays at 9.30 am on CHLO Radio AM 530

•

Sunday School lessons (April-June) on our website. Join our team to help plan fall lessons!

•

Please note there is no Sunday Zoom Coffee Hour anymore. Instead join our Virtual
Coffee Shop Talk, Mondays 7:00-9:00 pm on Zoom led by Vicar Silke Fahl.
Email vicarfahl@martinluther.ca to sign up.

•

Virtual Prayer Circle, every other Wednesday 7:00 pm through Zoom led by Solveig
Christina Voss; we also have a Prayer Request Wall in the Church Foyer
To request a prayer or join our prayer circle, email prayers@martinluther.ca.
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Announcements continued…
•

Dinner Church Online- Wednesday, September 16 at 7:00 am

•

Sign up for 2020-2021 Confirmation classes beginning this fall

•

Give Peas a Chance- A grow some, give some movement hosted by Martin Luther and
Redeemer Lutheran with donated seeds.

•

Masks for Good - A project to ensure that everyone has access to masks. Everyone who
wants to get involved can find an activity that suits them . Contact Vicar Adam McComb if
you’d like to volunteer, vicarmccomb@martinluther.ca

•

Corona-Care Calls- Volunteers are continuing to call you with more information and to
understand your needs. Let us know if you’d like to join the call team!

•

Please phone or email the church office:
 if we can help you in any way or to give feedback on what we’re offering
 if you’d like to volunteer during Sunday services


to support our church and donate. Best ways are PAR or send cheque to church office.

Martin Luther Evangelical Lutheran Church
2379 Lake Shore Blvd. W, Toronto, ON M8V 1B7
Office: (416) 251 8293, Cell: (416) 567-2487, churchoffice@martinluther.ca,, www.martinluther.ca
Vicar Silke Fahl, vicarfahl@martinluther.ca, Cell: 905-717-5937
Vicar Adam McComb, vicarmccomb@martinluther.ca , Vicar Jordan Smith, vicarsmith@martinluther.ca
Organist & Choir Director: Linda Marcinkus
Member of Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC) &
Partnered with Evangelische Kirche in Deutschland (EKD)
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