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‘ Rise to brighter days!
| Aprl 2025 CongregationalNewsletter

The risen Lord in a chaotic world

Dearreaders,

Luke's account of resurrection shows us how
the womenwho brought the news of therisen
Lord to the Apostles were met by unbelief.
According to Luke, the news of resurrection
seemed, to the apostles, to be “an idle tale,
and they did not believe them..."” (Luke 24:
11). The joyous news was met by the reality
of despairand hopelessness. Like the women
on that Easter Sunday, it is the same reality
that confronts the Church as she enters the
season of Easter.

While the church declares, “Christ is

risen!,"the current global state affairs induce
a sense of despondency; the ongoing war in
the Middle East - a place where the miracle
of resurrection took place, Russia's invasion
of Ukraine, and internal conflicts in Syria,
Sudan, Somalia and Myanmar, to name but
a few. Our television screens have been do-
minated by images of pain, suffering and
despair as they show innocent and vulnera-
ble sections of society bearing the grunt of
these conflicts.
We have also witnessed the tentacles of to-
psy-turvydom in the Oval office. As the nefa-
rious executive orders have been perempto-
rily signed, the slogan, “Make America great
‘again” has given birth to significant decline
to social cohesion. Racism has reared its ugly
head with impunity, hate has escalated, people are more divided - arecent Canadian survey showed
that most Canadians saw the USA as an enemy.

It is on this backdrop that the church declares, Christ is risen! This begs the question, how canwe
believe the joyous message brought by the women when we are currently in chaos?

Luke describes to us the people who were tasked with the resurrection message - “Mary Mag-
dalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women..." (Luke 24:1-12). In a typically
Lukan style, the message of Easter is carried by the socially, economically and religiously excluded
people. Perhaps, in this chaotic world, Luke is telling us that the miracle of resurrection is not so
much found in the center as is found in the periphery. In today's world it is to be found in the refu-
gees, immigrants, the poor and the marginalized. It is there where we can encounter arisen Lordina
chaotic world.

Member of the Evangelical Lutheran - Pastor Nkanyiso Kingdom Maphumulo /
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Messages & updates

President's Report
Dear Congregation,

In my five years on Council (including three years as Vice-President), | have learned a lot
about the inner workings of our church. We are busy and productive! We have enthusiastic
volunteers who run our programs and services. We have compassionate staff who take
care of our congregation. Evenwith all that we do, however, | often hear the phrase “Where
are the people?” during Sunday services. While shrinking attendance seems to weigh
heavy on the minds of many, it is my hope that increasing our visibility and reaching out
to people in our local Mimico community will allow us to grow and adapt to our changing
circumstances. Still, while we continue to encourage new people and legacy members to
joinus in the pews on Sundays, there are so many other ways that members of our church
and wider community are involved in worship and mission in and around the building!

Our 2025-2026 Council is a team of many talents, and | am confident that we will work
through our priorities for this year. However, we need you! While the goal of the Con-
gregational (Church) Council is to oversee the life and activities of our church, we also need the support of our members. Whether
it is assistance with a certain committee or helping to complete one task, no effort is too small! Our goal is for the Council and
members of the congregation to work together - not only to balance the workload but also to encourage all members to be invol-
ved with our church. We encourage you to reach out to us, as we will be reaching out to you.

Of course, many members of our church have donated both time and money to weather the storms we have faced, such as the
flood of July 2024. Most recently, | would like to thank the efforts of Dan, Peter, Gisela, Monika, Anita, and Anneli for finalizing
the church storage room downstairs and sorting inventory, and to Dan and Greg for coordinating property maintenance. Further,
| want to thank everyone who has donated to our church. If you are able, | would encourage you to consider increasing your dona-
tions to keep up with the rising costs of inflation. We greatly appreciate your financial support!

Please contact president@martinluther.ca and/or vicepresident@martinluther.ca if you have any questions/comments about
Council, or speak to me (or any member of Council) in person. | welcome, and highly value, constructive and empathetic feedback!

Sincerely,

- Jocelyn Sommerfeld, President/Chair of Church Council

The Journey continues...
Pastor ... says Farewell

The writerinthe book of Ecclesiastes informs us that there is time and season for every
activity on earth (3:1). These seasons are often marked by contrast. As the write conti-
nues to explain, there’s “a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to
uproot, ... a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, a time to embrace and a
time torefrain from embracing..” (v. 2-5). The writer also insinuates that these seasons
often come unexpectedly.

When | started my role as part-time interim pastor, we always knew that the time of de-
parture was inevitable, as set out in the contract with the church. However, immigration
matters and personal shifts have culminated in a decision to leave Canada by the 30th
of June 2025. In keeping with the wisdom above, one can say, for me at Martin Luther
church, there was a time to say hello, now a time to say goodbye has come.

However, we stillhave a couple of months together before this takes place. | am excited
as we are rounding up the confirmation class sessions. These are the topics we have
covered so far, this year: What do Christians believe? (Jan 11), Faith (Feb 8), Prayer
(March 22). We will study the topic of worship (April 13) and | am pleased that Vicar




Alice will be leading the talk on Sacraments (May 8), where she will offer a Lutheran perspective of Sacrament before the Sunday
of confirmation (June 8).

We expect confirmation to be the day of blessings. We expect to baptise three siblings,two of which will also be confirmed; in
total, four young people will be confirmed: Ben Wienecke, Nickolas Grammenz, Katharina Tiefenbach, Torben Kschischo; we will be
celebrating the feast of Pentecost; the church will gather together for Holy Communion. It is going to be a full day and my last day
Sunday at Martin Luther church. Talk about going out with a bang!

May God continue to bless Martin Luther Church. | hope our time together has been a blessing to you as it has been to me.
InisiZulu, my home language, we say iNkosi inibusise (God bless you)!

- Pastor Nkanyiso Kingdom Maphumulo

Midpoint of Vicar Rothgordt's Pastoral Training at MLC Toronto

| have been working as a vicar at Martin Luther Church for six months now and | still really enjoy celebrating church services in
German and bilingually, supporting the congregation with my diverse activities, as well as providing intensive support to various
members of the congregation in very different situations in their lives.

| am also very happy to be able to experience the approaching Easter season in the congregation, as this special phase of the
churchyear always gives me a new feeling of letting go but also of revival and people experience this festival - similar to Christmas
-invery different (positive) ways.

In addition to my work within the Martin Luther Church, | also occasionally have the opportunity to attend other church events
during my time in Canada. At the end of February, for example, | had the privilege of traveling to Niagara Falls for the Eastern
Synod Bishop's Retreat. The guiding question was: “Purpose and Values: Why do we do what we do and what is the reason?" For
around two and a half days, there was intensive discussion about the realignment of the work objectives of spiritual vocations,
as well as the meaning and details of church structures. In addition to the theoretical part of the retreat, | also considered the
exchange with colleagues from the Eastern Synod as particularly informative and very valuable - and of course the Niagara Falls
were an absolute visual highlight! The closing service on the last day of the event was just as impressive and beautiful for me, as
the theme of the retreat was woven into the liturgical forms and so we were prompted once again to take stock of the past few
days.

In the week after Easter, April 21 - 27, 2025, | will have another great opportunity to travel to the EKD conference in Lima,
Peru.|amvery excited to see what awaits me there, as all the international pastors of the North, Central and South American EKD
pastorates will be coming together.| will be happy to report back to you as soon as | am back in Toronto!

- Vicar Alice Rothgordt
Note that Vicar Alice Rothgordt will be on vacation from May 5-18, 2025



Church Council 2025-2026

Members and Positions

The church council was installed during the church service on
March 23, 2025

President/Chair: Jocelyn Sommerfeld

Vice-President: Monika Schmidt
Vice-President/Vice-Chair: Sonja Schweiger

Treasurer: Kai Herrmann

Secretary: Tanya Zielke

Directors: Mona Frantzke, Andy Boettcher, Gisela Wilhelm,
Greg Andre-Barrett, Peter Kearns

Church Council Priorites
Church council set the following priorities for 2025-2026, presented at our Annual General Meeting on February 23, 2025:

1. Support the Rental Committee in renting out our church spaces. For example, through updating rental agreements, appoin-
ting aRental Coordinator, and a dedicated webpage on our website. Rental income is a valuable source of revenue for our Church,
especially now with overall diminishing donations in PAR and regular Sunday worship, and our goal is to continue maximizing the
use of our spaces (while still keeping in mind the mission and ministry, and traditional values of our church).

2.Foster a welcoming culture for people of all ages and life stages. Offer worship services and events that are interactive, inter-
cultural, and intergenerational, and which continue to meet the needs of our congregation. Empower volunteers to lead activities
and groups that serve the community and neighbourhood by the 2026 AGM.

3. Improve the visibility of our church to our surrounding neighbourhood. Budget and/or fundraise for a new sign out front to
better advertise our services and events to the community. Updated signage may help reach those without access to our website,
social media, etc., and therefore may improve outreach initiatives and grow our congregation.

4. Celebrate the history of our church. Create acommittee to plan and execute a celebration for our 70th Anniversary on Novem-
ber 20, 2025, perhaps with a photo book and party. Purchase a large photo album to place the confirmation photos that previously
hung on our basement walls (which were removed after the flood and are safely stored), and add any missing photos, to be ready
by our 70th anniversary.

5. Utilize the grants we receive effectively. Improve the accessibility and security of our church by a) updating the accessible
washroom in the basement to meet current standards, b) repairing the automatic door at the front entrance), and c) installing two
cameras for the backyard and front of the church.

6. Deal with the increasing risk of flooding. Research (and perhaps implement) ways to improve the areas in and around our
Churchand 5 Superior Ave to reduce the danger of flooding in the future.

Thank You Mona for your service as president!

After two years as President, Mona has decided to focus her efforts on other aspects of
church life while remaining on Council. We extend our heartfelt gratitude for all the work she
has done, and continues to do, for our congregation!

“It has been an honour and privilege to serve as President on Martin Luther Church
Council for the last two years. The opportunity arose to -- decades later -- follow in the
footsteps of my father who was MLC President during our church's early years: the
1950s and 60s. | am proud of what our church has accomplished -- going on 70 years -
one of the few remaining German-speaking congregations in the GTA. | now look forward
to continuing to serve MLC —-in other ways-- as a dedicated council member. May God
bless our church into the future.” -Mona Frantzke, Past President




Notes from the Annual General Meeting 2025

Our Annual General Meeting (AGM) took place on Sunday February 23, 2025 in the basement after the 11:00 am bilingual service
with Holy Communion, led by Vicar Alice Rothgordt. 2024 Reports were available to read two weeks ahead of time in both English
and German. Some of the highlights included:

* Members approved an amendment to the Mission Fund By-law, which was changed to a Policy and its text updated to bette de-
scribe the processes by which funds can be withdrawn in the event they are needed for extraordinary circumstances. While the
trustees of the Mission Fund (Sylvia and Trevor) are technically at the end of their term, they have agreed to stay on for 2025
while we seek replacements.

* Aseparate congregational meeting will be called in the near future to vote on the new Constitution. Please stay tuned for this date.

* Danrevealedthe church storage roomwhichwas completedjust in time for the AGM.Many thanks to Danand Gisela for their work!

* Two new members of Council were elected by the congregation - Sonja Schweiger and Emma Latham. After the AGM, it became
known that Emma is unable to join Council at this time (though she continues to aid the churchin many other ways).

What's happening?

Love to sing? Join the Church Choir!
Tuesdays at 6:00 PM

The Church Choir needs to rebuild and we are welcoming new singers of all voice
types. Our repertoire is eclectic, and our small choir is joyful and enthusiastic.

We rehearse at 6 pm in the sanctuary of the church each Tuesday in preparation
for performances in special worship services namely Good Friday, Easter, Pente-
cost, Thanksgiving, All Saints, Advent and Christmans Eve.

Please contact Linda Marcinkus, Organist and Choir Director at office@martin-
luther.ca if you are interested in singing with us!

Tech Team urgently needs more volunteers!

As the MLC Tech Team which films, edits and uploads videos --of important
Sunday services-- to YouTube is now reduced to only two members (with the
departure of Alex Boettcher to university) we are in dire need of additional
hands on deck. Anyone with an interest in videography and/or editing / uploa-
ding videos --to the Internet-- is most welcome!

Videographers need to come in early to set up on designated Sundays, when
they will be filming/recording the proceedings and send the file(s) to that
week’s editor. Those who are comfortable with video editing can also edit by
themselves. Files are then uploaded to the Church Cloud.

Although helpful, technical knowledge is not a prerequisite for the videogra-
phy work. Interested parties should contact: Andy Boettcher, Peter Schweiger
or the Church Office.

Community gardening
Community Garden in partnership with the GARDENS Pod Project

We are looking for people with green thumbs and those who would like to learn how to get them. Flowers and vegetables need to
be planted, weeds will need to be found and pulled, the garden will need to be watered and harvested. If gardening is not your thing
yet you like educating. This is a great project for you as well. Help us label plants, find recipes, write articles, create short videos,
and recruit volunteers. We are also looking of raised beds beside the fence in front of the church towards the restaurant

Please contact Iris Schweiger or the church office for more information.



Wesley Mimico United Church Food Bank

The Wesley Mimico United Church food bank will move back into our
church basement at the beginning of April 2025. Thank you to Dan,
Monika, and Gisela for helping to install new flooring! With the flood
restoration behind us, we look forward to many years of continuing this
important food ministry in the community.

Message from Bob Sharkey, Chair of the Wesley Mimico United Church
Outreach Committee:

"Thank you [to] the congregation of Martin Luther Evangelical Lutheran Church for your continued support of the Wesley Mimico
United Church Food Bank. The use of the storage room is an essential part of the Food Bank effort. We look forward to resuming
use... In 2024, the WMUC Food Bank made arecord 941 deliveries, just under 80 families and over 100 adults and children
eachmonth.”

Rental News

One of the priorities this year is to rent out church spaces when we are not using them for our own services and programs. We are
offering our main sanctuary, our foyer with a kitchenette, and our basement hall with a full kitchen for either one-time or recurring
rentals. We welcome community events and small private parties for occasions that our spaces are well-suited for, for example,
meetings, concerts, film shoots, birthday parties and study groups.

Seeking a Part-time Rental Coordinator

We have an opening for a new part-time Rental Coordinator to organize the rental of space in the church and 2 residential units at
5 Superior Avenue. We are seeking an individual who can respond to inquiries and put rental agreements in place for rental spaces
when required. This part-time position requires 4 hours/week or 20 hours/month. This is a remote position with occasional mee-
tings onsite. The Rental Coordinator will work closely with the MLC congregational council member responsible for rentals and
the church office. Day-to-day activities will be handled independently. Visit our website or contact the church office for the job
description and to apply.

Apartment Available June 1, 2025

The bright, one-bedroom apartment on the second floor of 5 Superior
Avenue will again be available to rent as of June 1 for $1750 per month.
Steps to TTC, Lake Ontario and the waterfront trail. Shopping, a laund-
romat and restaurants are also close by. Minutes to the Humber College
- Lakeshore campus by streetcar. The entire unit was updated last fall.
Air conditioned. No laundry or parking. Hydro and cable/internet extra.
Inquire by emailing rentals@martinluther.ca for an application form.

Mother's Day Bake Sale

Seeking a Coordinator

Jocelyn Sommerfeld has organized a Mother's Day bake sale fundraiser for the last two years. Are you able to take on the role of
coordinator for a bake sale this year on May 11?. Please reach out to Jocelyn for more information.

Dinner Church Season Begins!

All are welcome at Dinner Church by the Lake, once a month on Wednes-
day at 7 pm (with the exception of Maundy Thursday April 17). We'll enjoy
a potluck meal, sing and pray together. Come early to help with set up or
stay after to help with take down. Save the dates for May 21 with guest
speaker Pastor Nkanyiso, June 25, and July 23!




German-themed Bike Tour with the
German Consulate
Saturday June 7, 2025

It's agreat way to bring together the bike community and the German
community in Toronto. Last year the final stop was our Martin Luther
Church. Stay posted for more information about how to sign up and
theroute this year.

Online Bible Group with Ottawa &
Washington Congregations

Joinus for monthly Bible study, on zoom, in both German and English
together with the congregations from Ottawa and Washington.
Next date: Tuesday Apr 15 at 7 pmon John 13:1-17.31b-3

Caring, Visiting and Carpooling

We try to care for members and friends by calling, visiting and helping
people actively participate in church life. If you are able to help or if
you have a special request because you are unable to come to church,
please contact the church office.

Martin Haefele is organizing a carpool for anyone who needs as-
sistance getting to the German Good Friday service at 1 1amon April
18,2025.If youwould like aride to church on that day, please contact
him at mhafele@rogers.com or call the church office.

Read more below about upcoming events for which we would like
to organize carpooling!

German International School Anniversary

Register to attend the Fest on Saturday, May 31, 2025, 12:00- 6:00
p.m.at 25 Burnhamthorpe Rd. centred around the theme of growing up.

70th Anniversary of our Church

The 70th Anniversary of Martin Luther Church will be the First Sunday

of Advent, November 30, 2025.

Please contact Church Council President Jocelyn Sommerfeld, presi-

dent@martinluther.ca tojoin the anniversary planning committee.

We also ask for the gift of your time and/or donations to mark this mi-

lestone for our church. Here are some items on our wishlist to accomp-

lish in the months leading up to our anniversary:

* Paint the front and back stairwell of the church

* Cleanthe carpetonthealtar

* Dust, tidy pews

¢ Cleanwindows (inside and outside) at the church and 5 Superior

* Fix/replace the outdoor electronic sign

* Buyandinstall abicyclerack

* Install hooks to hang instruments

* Clean and paint the front entrance of 5 Superior; replace the carpe-
ting on the stairs leading up to the second floor of 5 Superior Ave

Church Picnic
June 22, 2025

June 22 for outdoor service and church picnic, games
at Amos Waites Park which is a short distance away
from the church building. Please bring your own chair,
instruments, and lunch.
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Ordination of Adam McComb
Saturday May 10, 2025

Join us for the 2:00 pm Ordination of Adam McComb
(our former Vicar) at Mount Zion Lutheran Church, in
Waterloo! Contact the office if you are able to offer a
ride or if you need one.

107 Eastern Synod

Y = of the Evongelool Luthesan Chuech in Canoda

We joyfully invite you to pray for
and attend the Ordination of

Ordinand Adam McComb

called to Specialized Ministry at
Thornhill Lutheran & 5t. Paul's, Richmond Hill

O

10 May 2025
2pm

Mount Zion Lutheran Chureh
9 Westmount Road, Waterloo ON




Reflections

Eberhard Schwantes Educational Fund
certificate presented to Alex Boettcher

The Eberhard Schwantes Educational Fund was created in memory of the late
Pastor Eberhard W. Schwantes, the shepherd of our congregation for 35 years
from 1964 to 1999. This scholarship is awarded to youth in our congregation
at Martin Luther Church to support them in their studies after high school. On
February 23, 2025, Council presented Alexander Boettcher with this award as
he is leaving to pursue university studies in Japan.

Presider Vicar Alice Rothgordt gave a blessing and the Church Choir sang
"Irish Blessing" to send off Alex. Here is a link to YouTube video of the choir
performances: https://youtu.be/VIBQx970P-s

Onbehalf of Church Council, Tanya Zielke presented the award certificate inrecognition of his involvement in —and contribution
to-our Church, saying: “Alex, you have been a member of this Congregation for many years and been involved in so many aspects
of congregational life. You've supported our Confirmation classes, volunteered on the Tech team, helped with Hospitality, volun-
teered as anusher, participated, assisted and directed the Christmas play / Krippenspiel and have always lent a helping hand whe-
never needed. We are excited to support you as you continue your journey to begin your studies in Japan. This scholarship is just
one step along the path to your bright future. We are confident that you will continue to excel and make a positive impact in your
new community and beyond. Your dedication to Martin Luther Church will be missed. You will be missed. Congratulations!”

We wish Alex all the best in this next chapter of his life!

Update from Alex

Tomy Martin Luther Church family,

Greetings from the Land of the Rising Sun! It has been about a month since my mother and
| arrived in Tokyo, and we are settling in well as | prepare for my 1st semester at TUJ (Temple
University Japan).

Althoughmy first classes won't actually be starting until May, | am currently navigating various
entrance procedures, such as completing myriad forms, and placement exams, as well as atten-
ding information & orientation sessions. One particularly enjoyable event was on Friday, 21st
March, whenwe went to the Campus for the first time since my admittance. This sessiongave usa
chance to explore the campus, meet some professors, counselors, etc.and learn details regarding
my program/major: Communication Studies. Later that evening, TUJ even hosted a traditional Ja-
panese “Yakatabune” twilight-harbour cruise for freshmen with dinner included. It was a 3 hour
tour past many famous Tokyo landmarks including Rainbow Bridge, and the 634 m. tall Tokyo
Skytree tower.

| am also pleased to say that | received a scholarship | applied for! It will cover half of my tuition
for my first 2 semesters (my freshman year). | am very grateful to have received it, and would like

“ tothank Mona Frantzke for writing a recommendation letter as Church President. Vielen Dank!
While the neverending paperwork related to resettling in Japan and university preparations are taking up most of my time, | have
also started attending Tokyo Union Church, an English Ecumenical Church with a large membership. TUC also has a number of groups,
including a Young Adults Group (YAG) which | have begun attending. The group is full of welcoming people; but, interacting with a
whole group of young Christian adults may take some getting used to: it seems I may have to act my age tofit n...

In April, final course selection will start for my first semester, so | will have to plan strategically looking at mandatory courses and
their availability, and will likely become much busier.

To all my friends and family in Christ at Martin Luther Church, | thank you all for your support during my time there, and now as |
prepare for my university studies. | truly am grateful to be a member alongside you all, and hope that | may return sooner rather than
later!

1 .
O ayoTud

Best regards from Tokyo,
- Alex Boettcher



Report on Church Council conference in Germany
By Iris Schweiger and Katja Brittain

A poster with the title “Ironman wanted.." appeared on the screen. A sporty pastor? At second glance: an ironing board and iron.

A pastor from northern Germany had listened carefully: some househusbands didn't want to iron alone. So he invited them and their
neighbours toirontogether. The ideawas a complete success!Mennot only brought their laundry in IKEA bags, but also their worries and
experiences. Ironing created a sense of community, and faith took root and grew. Who would have thought that?

We also took away valuable ideas for our own church work:

* Offerings for the strongest group: programs should be developed for the age group with the most members in the congregation.

* Room for new ideas: Provide targeted support for these groups so that additional programs can emerge from individual impulses.

* Implement projects from the heart: Only those who are involved with joy and conviction have the strength to create something new.

* Everyideahas potential: as long as someone can be found to implement it with enthusiasm, it can become something great.

» Teamwork based on the 1:2 principle: A team member looks for two new people who have not been heavily involved to start a new
program together.

If you are interested in the topic and would like to find out more about the conference, please contact Katja Brittain or Iris Schweiger.

Because whether young or old, or in between, every generation is important to us!

World Day of Prayer 2025: Cook Islands

Kia orana! This year we celebrated the country of the Cook Islands, and the
theme was “I have made you wonderfully,"based on Psalm 139:14 (1-18).

The GermanWorld Day of Prayer ledby Vicar Alice Rothgordt inour church
was attended by 22 participants from Martin Luther Church and St. George's
Church, including Pastor Katharina Moeller. Adorned with leis, we watched a
video presentation together and learned about the history, lives, and culture of
indigenous Maoriwomen on the Cook Islands in the Pacific Ocean. We sang and

: 2 read from the worship booklet written by Cook Island women. Several speakers
read aloud their parts. Music was provided by Linda Marcinkus on the piano and Philippe Koo on vocals and guitar. Afterwards we had a
get-together luncheon.
We thank the volunteers who helped by bringing lunch (pineapple chicken, ginger coconut
chicken and rice, beef dumpling soup, squash soup), dessert (coconut sweet potato, banana
'poke’, blueberry muffins, brownies, fruit) and beverages (a tropical pineapple drink, plus
coffee and tea). Thank you also to everyone who assisted with setting up, serving, and
cleanup.
The collection ($390) went to the Women's Inter-Church Council of Canada (WICC) (https;// 8
wdpcanada.ca/world-day-of-prayer/). Special envelopes were provided.

An English ecumenical service at Christ Church St. James Anglican Church 194 Park Lawn
Road (The Queensway) was attended by Iris Schweiger representing our church among
other churches in the area. About 50 people, including the local City of Toronto Councillor Amber Morley, were in attendance.

Next Year's theme is“| will give you rest, come” (Matthew 11:28) hosted by the women of Nigeria, a country in West Africa.

Coming up, the German Cluster is invited to a service and lunch on Ascension Day, Thursday May 29, 2025 at 11:00 am at St. George's
Church (410 College St. (Bathurst & College).

We celebrate... We mourn...

We congratulate former member Michelle
Brennen and Scott Doody for their marriage
onMarch 8, 2025 at Grace Lutheran Church of
Naples, Florida. Michelle was confirmed at our
church in 2021 as an adult. Church members
Kristine Stuef (who was confirmed with Michel-
le) and Marlena Muller attended the wedding.

Sophia Lohn passed away on
January 16, 2025 at 92 years of
age.

Helmut Manfred Mueller passed
away on March 22, 2025 at 84
years of age.




Upcoming services

Holy Week and Easter Celebrations

We have multiple events happening during this important part of our church year and sharing food
together is acommon thread throughout. If you are able, please bring non-perishable food for our
food pantry and Wesley Mimico United Church Food Bank to support our neighbours since Bowls
and Blessings will not take place on Good Friday.

Palm Sunday, April 13, 2025

11 am German-English Service

Maundy Thursday April 17, 2025
7 pm Dinner Church with potluck to learn about the Last Supper from Vicar Alice Rothgordt

Good Friday, April 18, 2025

9:30 am English Service and 11 am German Service, both with Holy Communion and Church Choir

Easter Sunday, April 20, 2025

6:00 am Sunrise Service at Humber Bay Park West at Etobicoke Point, 2225 Lake Shore Blvd W,
followed by Easter Breakfast in the church at 7:30 am. Please contact the church office if you would
like to help out with the Easter Breakfast. We are looking forward to welcoming members of our
Mimico partner churches who would like to join us at the lake this year!

We thank Katja Brittain

for delivering the Easter
Candle from Germany!

10:00 am German-English Service with Choir led by Vicar Alice Rothgordt.

April 27, 2025, Second Sunday of Easter
9:45 am English Devotion+11:00 am German Service (Lay
Preacher Iris Schweiger)

May 4, 2025, Third Sunday of Easter
11:00 am German-English Service with Holy Communion
(Pastor Nykaniso Kingdom)

May 11, 2025, Fourth Sunday of Easter
9:45 am English Devotion + 11:00 am German Service (Lay
Preacher Tanya Zielke) Bake Sale Fundraiser TBD

May 18, 2025, Fifth Sunday of Easter

11:00 am German-English Service (Lay Preacher Iris Schweiger)

May 25, 2025, Sixth Sunday of Easter
9:45 am English Devotion + 11:00 am German Service with Holy
Communion (Vicar Alice Rothgordt)

Thursday, May 29, 2025 - Ascension
11am German Service at St. George's Church (410 College St.)
Carpoolis avilable upon request!

June 1, 2025, Seventh Sunday of Easter
11:00 am German-English Service (Lay preacher Katja Brittain)

June 8, 2025, Pentecost, Baptism and Confirmation
11:00 am Bilingual Service with Holy Communion and Church
Choir (Pastor Nkanyiso Kingdom)

June 15, 2025, Holy Trinity
9:45 am English Devotion + 11:00 am GermanService with
Holy Communion (Vicar Alice Rothgordt)

June 22, 2025, 2nd Sunday after Pentecost
11:00 am German-English Outdoor Service witha Picnic
at Amos Waites Park, 2441 Lake Shore Blvd W, Etobicoke
(Vicar Alice Rothgordt)

June 29, 2025, 3rd Sunday after Pentecost
9:45 am English Devotion + 11:00 am GERMAN Service
(Presider TBD)

July 6, 2025, 4th Sunday after Pentecost

11:00 am German-English Service with Holy Communion
(Vicar Alice Rothgordt)

July 13, 2025, 5th Sunday after Pentecost

LOCATION CHANGE - No Service at Martin Luther Church.
11:00 am Service at St. George's Lutheran Church with Choir
from Hannover, Germany (Presider Pastor Katharina Moeller)
followed by a concert and luncheon. Carpool upon request.

July 20, 2025, 6th Sunday after Pentecost
11:00 am German-English Service (Lay preacher Tanya Zielke)

July 27, 2025, 7th Sunday after Pentecost
9:45 am English Devotion + 11:00 am German Service with
Holy Communion (Vicar Alice Rothgordt)



